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KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PMSENTS:

That I, have this daY PartLcl'Pated

LTe /-e Eo t"t ,r?r-e,C . ,

and experiences which maY be of

Patrol..

ln an oraL-rnagnetic-ta inEerview wlth

covering my besE recollecLions of events

historical slgntficance to Ehe Civil Air

I understand that the Lape(s) and the transcrlbed manuscrlpE resul"ting

therefrom will be accessloned inEo Ehe civil Alr PaLrolts llistorial Holdings'

In the best iuterest of the Civl]. Air Patrol., I do hereby volugEarlly give,

transfer,convey,andassignallright,tiLl-e,andlnterestin.themenoirs

and remembrances contained in the aforementioned magnetlc taPes and manuscripc

,'I

tothecivilAir?atrolrtohaveandtoho.Ldthesameforever'herebyre]'l'n-
rs, aduinistrators' heirs' and assigns a1L

quighing for uyself' nY executo; 
,ressly on the

ownershlp, right, titLe' hnd interesE t'herein t'o the donee exl

conditlonofstrictobservanceofthefol].owlngrestrictions:

., A){ .,. ._ ._...-

Accepted on behaLf
t,

the Clvll Air Patrol bYof



CIVII- AlR IJATROL OT"{AL HISTORY INTERVIEWS

rjivr ] Alr F,ar:r.ol r)ral hlisLory irrterviews weI"e rrritiaLed 1n early

tg82 lry Lt, . Col . Lest,ey E. Hopper", cAp , of f lre (:ivl1 A1r'

Fatl',:i's Nf,tiorrai Hi,:tt:ricai CotrultitLee, "I'he overall purpose of

ilrese ir:terviews is to recorcl for posterity the activities of

,$eleclect memirers of the Civi] Arr Patroi.

'I5e pr.inciple goal of tlrese lristories is to increase the base of

kprlwleclge r.elat,ingf to the early acc()lnp.t ishrnents of Crvr I A:r'

patrol rnetrJ:eys w5o trr tlreir own LtIliqr,re way cotltrilir-tteit Lt",r tlle

def ertse of ou}' great CoUIrtI-/, Cerl,dIrlIy noL of a secortctary

pattrre.is the preservation of the cotrtriilutions of inclividual,* ar3

Civii Air Patrol continues its growth



FO.REWORt)

Thr f oi lowirrq; 1s a tl"anscrrptron of alt oral history int,ervrew

recordecl o1 rrragnetic tape. $irrce otrly rninol' entemdatitlrllB have J:e*rr

triadr. t:he rearler shoLrld Col'lsrstent 1y i:ear' in minct t hat he ]s

readirrg a t,ranscr"ipt of spokerr rathel'thdll the writl:en wcrrct,

Actclif ronal ]y, rro aLtenlpL to conIlI'rr tlie ac:curacy of l-lie irrlortna'-

tlon corrtainetl herein has heen made, As a resLlIt, Lhe tratrrt::r'tpt

rttleLrtB the irrt,erVievlee's pel"sollal r^ecol leclions of a

as he rerrembered i t, at Lhe t ilne of the i nt,ervi ew .

situatiorr

Ectitor-rai notes and aclditions macte by Civi I Air PatroI lrist-r.)r'lans

are errclosed in brackets. If f easible, f irst, rralite. r"anlt oI' r.i1.:ie*

a]"e also pr-uvrciect, Ar:y adclitions, cieletjons and cl'ratrges subse-

quent ly nracte to the t,ranscrrpt ]ry the interviewee are nr"rt itrdi*

cat.eci. Ilesear.c}ers nray wish to I isten to the actua i int,erview

tape prior t,o citing the t,ranscript,



SL'MMARY OF CONTENTfI

1n t,his oral ftrstory irrterview Dor<rtliy Grahatrr Wescol-t'

tel ls of her persoIraI bac)<gror-tncl, her joitritrq Crvr I Arr'

Pat,r-o1 anrl subsequellt a$slgrrlnelrI Lo C]rvr 1 Arr PaLl'o l

Coastal Patrol tsase 16 at Manteo, NorLl't CarOl ina,

5he v-iviitiy yec:a11s t|e br-rrning of filally shlps of f of the

North Carolina coast arrcl the ctr'amatic redr.tr;tirllt iti thr:

nr-trr'rber c-:f tlrerrr subseQuetrt t o t he est.ab I j slrtnelrL of

Coastal Patloi operatiotrs. Hey r-ttrique positl':'l-r AEr

,5':c}'etal'y tii tl-re Base (lolultarrder enables lrer to I"ecoullt

many detai Is of normal clay tc, day operatir)118, and l:lre

more rjrarnat i c events , such as the l oss of cross and

Cooper, ancl the crash of Shie]ds.

Arlcl jt:ional l.y she provides inf ormatron on the lnvoivelrterrt"

of tiie Civi I ian Conservat iorr Coyps, tlre Ar"ttry arrd r nt

Navy in t,he defense ef forts during world war II.

Wr th eviderrt pride, slte sulffnarlzes

tlt* t-:,;art,ai Fatr,rI oper'atron and of

of the t inre ,

tlre overai I w(l}'th Qf

the patriot ic sPirit
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CIVlL AIR

Nurrrber
'1'aped Intervlew with r

Ltate of Irrterview:
Locat ion;
Cc,nducted l:y:

PATROL ORAL HISTORY INI'ERVIEW

WNHC 27,83-L5' Dorothy Graham Wescott
'10 0ctober 1"983
lvlanteo, Nort,h Caroi iua
Lt . Co l. Lester E. Holrtrer, CAF

H: Dc,I'otity, FLtPPo.*e

DoroLhy or Dot"t

we start, of f with--do you want t,o ]re ca] Ie<l

W; WeIl, they call rre Dot here, because I thought

when I i ef t honre--rny f auri Iy dicllr' t let, anyrrody Ga I i

was cute
Drlt,

it
tile

Hl Er-tppoxe y.rLt rt.ar.t. off wjt.]r a iittle bacJtgtrrrund airr:ltI wjrer.e

DoL came f r"om, dlrl she have atry uri l it,ary tradit,ron in her f alrri ly,
[*r edLtgfltion, utost anythirrg yor.r wartt to tel l us so we'l I know a

Ilttle bit, about You'

wl I was born irr Edgref ield, $outh carol ina, in a f ami Iy of f our

girls, the second from tlre olclest, and I had a very, vel"y llood

r:iri Icihood. My f ather and mother were clrrist,ian people and

brought us up i n the sdllle mallrte!'' After" I ftnisfrect liigfir

scjitooi--I was irr higl-r *cirooi tiecl f'r)r" vaieclictoriarr of ury class.

br-rt, since Lhe yc,unq lnan who was tieci with nte was llorllg Lo [[r€

tlit-adel , I d.ecirled rt wouid be worthwlri le f or him, moreso than me

at t,hat time, to have that recognition and that' credit tr"'r him at

the citaclel, atrd I,thought that I would get a schoiar"ship to

another col}ege. That scholarship did not pan oul' However' I

went to Ashevit ie, North Car^o}ina, and went in llurse'5 training

1lt a psycliaLr"ic lrospiIa] tliere, Arrcl t,Iris h6p[rBllrt-t tt] ]ix a

psychiatric hospitai, as I say, atid I found--

H: When was that,, Dot?



Wl That waB--I wa5 gI'aclLlctled fyotri )rrgtli ECl"r(J(jl itt

Wesco L t

.J5 . Eri [li,r t

wa? appl'(rliintatB ly Ear'ly ' :J7 , I lre I i eve , 1t utay lrave l:een a

I itLle whi Ie lref rtre then. H<)wever", I 1ove,l ttre palitrtllB elitl'ertl'j-
Iy, 1lt f actt I rrrr-rrr jiave lovect therrt too wel l, I cuuicl rrot. geL eaclr

case .:f t rny mincl, I took it Loo personal I.v, anci I real rze,:t thal I
Clc-rLrlrl r'rrtrt COflt inue 1n fjrat work f or tlrat r"edsol'1, arrd tliey wou ld

become at,taclrecl t,o rrre, ancl I lracl a great cleal of resporrsi].rrli1-y

ai:Or.rf pr*r;plg I c:Or,ilCl trr:t ii(, allyfhillgi allout, I'ttt noL goil)CJ to 0','

1t-lto uleta j i about how they were treaterJ itr []iorre clay3, 'fh*y wtr]'-il

I-I.nat'jil I.ElrlaI,kcrhiy wel1, l:ecautse tlrrs was a pr"ivate irosprLal, lrltt
as f ar. as treatnrent, they clici rrol. have the shc,ck treat[terrts lik'r
tlr*y ]rav* t:trciay, Ttiey haci a ty6.re c,,f tr.eaLrrtent [}:ey wiru jrl r.el ieve

l'1e f r.our every case I wa* el-r tcr help tl-ient give t:hir t}'e"1trttErrt,

l-irc:ai-r:..............-lr th*y r-*a j ir*,1 I (:,jrt jct handle rt af tev' tl'rey lract Lried lne.

Ttrey wor.rld plrt irrjeclions irrt,o arltl*, arrcl patietrts wc't"tld go irttr-r

c:rr]lvr-l1rir,,rr,t atrci ,3il we w.:r-rlit have t,o keep tJrent f rotn swal iowing

tgrrgues arrd Lhose thirrqts, I saw tnany, rrally cases, wftrch l won'1:

6iAh{:,rat.e on, clll"ecl lry tlrat rrclhoCt. I ]reiieve 1I. was caI]ect

netrasol, I'm not sure about, that,. But anyway, it was rewarctrtigt

wrJl"h, hr-tt I cc,r.tlcln'f tsle'1p, hecauge I cottldrr't cl'range sliiflrs atLd

sleep on one anrl therr sleep orr anr.rther, Bl'tcl I couldtr't g*l r-rff

f rtLti. liolit.* atrci sleep on a surcrcle case f or the resL gf the trrgJirL,

and things iike that. Due to lire fact that I was not arraic[ of

aity .jf tii*r1, aligi I c,:ni,1 taik ai I ciay 8t1 tlre sr-tbJecl, i:urt J'trl tiot

supposed to do Llrqf . However, then I went out oli a pl tva[e case

in Arhrzil Ie, for" a love1y wornan, she was I expect t,i'iirty year.S,

rraybe o Ider than I at that. t ime, br-tt tiu"ough ll)utLla I acqua 1l1t'-itlce3

f,ltil ot,1er. peopie aror-rnd in Ashvi i le, I married a yourlll rnan wl:c.r

was ten years olcler 
'tharr I, f rorn Logarrsport, Irrctiarra. He callle

Clrlwt-r irlr a visrit. anci J<et:t Colnirig har-.-k, 5c) we f inal ly cJol lrraI'r"iecl .

Then, af ter- we 'd been urarrrecl f or-trteetl rn()ntfrs, he was -lr-trri (:'.t

Crflali[-ri{:r1 tEl-llliB irlay6l' .:)f t}re ;rtate of Irrr]'iu1tr6, had qorre to
Culver' Mrlrtar"y Acaclenty, ve1"y athiBt'iC, I'ltl r:eiiil1g Yt:t] [FrAt'

hctitrttnr ijf fhr:r Et.I.arlg6 t:lrirrgrr 1rr Iire way oI lreait]i that y{)u wc}u1d

rrot antic:ipate, Uo, we'cl l:e*n rnar'l'ietl fr)I' iOt-tt't'':*Ir lrltlrtrl'hEt *lril

I ''1 J:**rr .lll1, l]f fhe l-rospital f or t]:ree days and lre says yQu've



Wescott

got to qo back for exploratory. He was cal"rying me up artcl d.own-

r3tarl''.8 f r:r' rrry ureaLs, ancl we hacl a Dr, McQtlaid atrd lri': t+i ie f r"ottr

Canada visiting us. That nlgrht the clear lady who cf,llre and stayerl

wilir us unti I I was abie t.o [ake ilre hourse QVer crqaitr, f rxecl a

Ir>vely drrrnet' Ior Lls dll,J we went tg becl rriftrltI l J,:l]0, h*iii';i
accust.orned to beipg awakened early in the tnor-r-lrrrg ln Lltcr:;e d.ays

with a cold. washcloth in yc,ur f ace a]:or.tt 5:30 aI' 5r), alld thetr

}:r'ir-rging youl" breakf ast at 8, I was not out of the habit of
waking that eariy, having been out, of t,he hospitai only three

clayr, I awakened about 5r30, anct when I did sornethirrg just told
me that sometl1ing was wrong[ with Max. His head was turnecl lhe
r:prpo$rte drrect-iorr l;lran t:owar<L rne, ancl 1 ptrt. rny iread c)ver and put-

rny lrapd on hrs Iieart , I gCIt t'ro beat, nnd I l<rrew solnetltlrrq llirriedl *

frt.ely,WlrenI[rr-it-nlyfeeIollhtsfeet'r']!trcrl'rnorl;tsirnct$rit:1rr'
The rrerghl:ors sa rd t,hey irearct me scr-earr, arrcl I ctorr' L I'elliellrb*I' ,

Atryway, W€ were gone frotn there. 'fhis was Logatrsport, Indiana,

on September 24th of 1940--'41, I believe, or close in there. ,$r:r

I stayect in Logansport for a while, and thetr I decided the best,

tiring f or me to do, I could not get over it, ]recarise I was havillgf

nir;fl:tutar'es every two lrours every night, 5o Daddy and my sister
bt:th carne up to :iee rne atld stayecl wr[,]r tne IoI'a While, S{l I r;ilire

uli hack to Sor-rt,l'r t.jaroi rna where I was born and rarsetl, witlt ury

ryrother ar:d dadcly, asking then: not to say atrythingr to nre a]:'c'r-tt Lt-.

Iet rre handie it nry way, not grve me any pref erential treatment,.

But the same thing cont,inuecl. My mother would. come wake r'le up

trVrl"y tw{:r lor-trs, f inqling rne Crying. So I decided that bef ore

Jarruary j.st of the next year I lrad to go solnewhere and Lrut'y

ltty*eif in sc,ntething ,lnd g*a irrto a new I if e entirely, bef ore I

wo1rld. ever get out 'of. Ihis sit,uaf ion I was 1l], 111 & si trtatir:Lr

whic:lr wa,E r"eai 1y urr.hear*able. 5<'-r I pac)<ed ever"ythinq in LIre c'Ar

arrcl I w*rit. oif tt] Ralergth, Nr:rth Car,]lirra, w'fr':r'e I ltar-l f]'t*rr'1*,

aI]d. I gr:rt, an apar.[ment there wit]r tl:ree ot,lrer girIs. 'l'hetr I wertt

toBLternessCollege,atrdlt:auteoutofHowardBr-rsirreBsColl*q'*
witir ait kinds of references and recommendations, and due to that
I was hireit f rorn the appl ications, I suppose, of 25 , as of f ice

managen of Remington Rand in Raleigh, whieh is Sperry Rand now'
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I hacl a--this is f r1nny*-I never heard of olle Lref ore or sltrce, I
ii,rcl all elf rctenCy e>:per"I corlre ,:lown lrom Ric]rlnc,nct tc.: intet'view al t

of Lrs, apyway I gfot the -ir:Lr, Arid it ,$c'oll Jlecaltre ap[),1]'errt, l-tl llln

tiral: i Wa,g ltill, !ti-rifr! tlt-r t:* ::c1 1:lSiietl fiiere, -L [tor-i l'Cr Ctr-r :rt')rll'j-

tlttn(:l I(jI'nly C(:)l.tfltl-y, liqlt-.rctll5e evr?I'y[]iffrct wr:l5 CI+[lill(t' 1l' ir'ir)]rt'ri't

t I jt* L0 ]tre, W(:)l'i:q. eilrrj wol'se, altd I had to cto tliy paI-L '

H r That was what, , ear IY '4'I ?

W i Li*tii*wlrrr*
Renii rrglt,otr Ratrct

'4:i- .

alnrr$ a]:or-tt tilat, tirrre, Well, I didn'L stay wiElr

over" alror-rt sevetl Qr erg[E uiollths, 1t waB tiAI'ly iti

H, 'Irre wai" hacln't starLed,

w: orr, yB5, 1,)re war. iraii started. This lrad to be early '42. It
cief irril.ely wa,5. Anyway, I wrote t,o rrry pal'el'lts ai)out' iU' allcl

tetik*cl Lo nty par.ent,s a.lrout it on the Lelephone, thal- I fe11: like
I wot-ild tike to gO QVerseas with the Red Cross, alld tl-rey t:i:-tet-:t*

E(i, ,.iu* ti_r tli* Ia(:]j. t"liat Lhey liad J:ie*rr throltgli ct veI'y 1:1-,1tllllil.. "t {.'

expel'1el'lce wi'rerr ury ItLls]-jand 'lrecl sr'tcir:ietiiy' elld wi'retr 1'lir:y rJt-rt lltt:

r-*i*I-rhrlntr rri*:l:rdcle, Llrey tli(luclirt jrrntecl.taIely jL warJ lIre, h':r]'JLl5* lrry

hr-r*hrancl harl never beetr sick, l-re'd 1ilaye,l tl'l1I'ty-3rx tlole* ol gcrll

Llt* af l,si.rloon hEf,-,r* hs cliecl, and they'cl never l'lad any ]'eason to

tlri^k l're was sick, but they did know I was sick, and they thr:ught

the rleat,h rnes,sage wa$ alrcrt-tt nte. Bo I thought agairr, what can I do

tr: serve my country without gtolllg overseaB anywhere' A t'lrought

CAI.ne to J]]e that ah: Civi I Air Patroi was an orl}d'nrzatiort J 'd

hear.d abr:uL, and ttrerl'e happerre,l t,o ]:e a ll)an 1!") Rentrngtorr Ilan'l al-

fltct l-inir:, ilt tli* (:ll'f i(ie wlrere I was tnarraQ'er', whc: iract iojlled Ii"re

Iocal crviI Arr Pat,r'oi qror-tp thet'e. I rlt:rr'L 56j1t-rVc ltr-: h':tr:t

l:rrrI.t i*ipat*cl tn ac:t lve clr.rty in aliy bases, ]rut I clid ktrrrw tlrat rt,

did exist anci a goL.d tiring was going on, Ther'efore, I joitred tlre

r:iiVi i AiI. F&tl..tl irr ord*l' t.o qtral i fy tQ go crl-t active dtlty, &l-td

rtli/t111€l wlro has eveI. J(rt.)wrt arry.[}ritigt ahoutt t-:ivi } Air. Fai"r'.:,I t+t:,t.t}cl

j{ti,:w w}rAf t}re qllalrf rcatloll:J woulct l:e ' We }racl tu ltave Lirryt'Y
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hours of meteorology, thirty of rravigatiorr, thj.rty of fir,:t aic1,

l:[ir.ty pf open f ie]d dri]1, I can't think of any 6ore right at
the rroment, but I betieve there were ot-re or two ntore, Fo I ctid

c1r-ral ify arrd ,Jid appiy f or active duty with the Coastal Patrol .

T1er.e r.reI"e twO baseS irr North t-larol ina at 1"Iie t jrne allr:l 1 vrn:' lliqt-r

iti HaIeiqfh, aticl I chose Manteo, Northr Carolina. I liad never

Seard of it itr rny Iife, ancl I was accepted fc'r acLive Cluty and

wd5 given rny orclers, whaf you might say, we were utrder the Arrny

Air Force, which was more I ike sealecl ol'der"s. I catne clowl'r oll the
jxrs fr-orn Raleigh, aucl when I got dowu to the heaclr and to Manteo,

I ilrought, we I I , what irave 1 iione to trrysei f to apply to #olIle ttl
srtclr a jo},r as t,h1s and t o volul:t,eer f or suclt a Place '

H; Whe n was t"h i r, , Dot '7

Wr 'I'his was in August of '42. August the seventh or August the

twelf th, I don't have my notes bef ore me arrd tny ccl'resporrdence.

,5o my orders were, I Came on a Saturday, to contact the base

comrnancler immediately upon my arrival. So when I arrived at tlre

l:r-ts statiott, I asked f he driver where was lhe nearesL trotel, and

he said, Lady, r'igftt across t]re $L]'eet l,l tlr* ol'liy lir:t*1' 3ti I

werrt to the hote], alcl befor"e .t r-egisterecl T ca]lecl t'he lrase, antl

the corunander- was not i rr a! tha t t rrne , flrtct wlioevet- lrac[ Jieen (-]li

ciut,y, I beI ieve it was t]-Ie InteI l igence Of f icer, I am not cer*

tarn, had told me [o cal ] t,he next ntorning. I t,old hinl who I was

and he was aware that I was to arrive. so, I registered at the

SoteI . There is very 1rl:tie rreecl to gc.r int,o t,he minttte cletai Ir
ot rny experiences bef ore I goL to the base the next lnortrinq'

H: Wel l , that 's an rllterest lllg*-

Wl |^lel1, .t clrtl. r'egis1-er dt, the hoteI, and a1I the plaster" was

iallir:g off tlre walIs, ancl I decide'l I've got to go find solllB

Lrlace t.r: eat. So I walked down to the desk in the lobby and

asked thern where the restaurant was. WeIl. tlre only restaurattL

itr town happened t.r: be one r:ight up the street from l-he hot'e1'
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ancl wherr I wa Ikect in, and af ter: everyirorly liaci cotne to lne Ir,itii
H*nrinltIerr Stancl trorrr the C]rarlotte offto'e, tlre Greenslroro ofI.tce,
Itre Rr chmoncl of f r ce , p I eaci r ng wr th rtte trol: to corrie elowrr, rrot

to--f,o stay wit,h them. and they said about mosquit,oes down here

ancl al l of ilrese things. So I went into the restaur',1llt wfiel'6 t,lr*

Ecl een,3 were torn out, alrd I sat in A booth, and they had the

I it,t Ie nickelodeon boxes on the wal I }esiCle it, alld I pr-rf a

Ittckel in and pressed it down, and roaches went straight up tlte
wal I in horcles. $o I went orr arrd ate my iood, an(t af [et' a wiiii*
1 rt.ai't*cl scratciring on II)y Iegs, what 1s this'l Oh. Lhose crre

t.hose mosquitoes they wer.e tei I tng lne alror-rl, Attyway, 1 ctrcl l1et

ou[ [o t,i]e base the next morning.

Excuse
lurri f orm

At that, staqre of the gattte, were yoLt

Wl Nr:r, b*c:ause we we1"e not giverr unlforrrs until we cfiffle orr duty

af t er" we got to the base . We did not go rrrto urri f ot'tu r-trrt i i tiietr ,

titt th*y t::alittr f,ncl pic:ked lne Ltp tlre tlext II)or"l-)lllgi and t.or)k tne L')tll.. Lt:

the base arrd iptroduced. rrre f,o everyorre out there. I irruiedial;* Iy

felt t,he sincereness of everyone's feelings in t,here, just like I
had a sirrcerity and a purpose, and it was a great l-elationship.

Hr Wlo was your first contact out there, when you arrived that
next morning?

W: It was tl:e Base Conunander, Jatnes Hantrlton. I believe lie wds

f rorn Clrarlotte, Nor"t:h CaroI rna, Very strt,rlt iy ait:t:r' I G'rttr':. Ii':
trr-:nf, back tr) Char'Iotte, alld Allen H. Watkins from Gr'eensboro

becarr:e Base Corrrtat:cier., Can you tr-trt-r it Of f ffir' A trtitrUteii

It',x ali i'.i{tlrt, If yoLt cloll't wattt it, we'I} take it' out'

Okay. WeIl, I thought that Jatrres Harnilt<>n--I'rn very loyal rti

f ee I i nqs--artd I tlroughL that ']arnes Hami I ton had gtot solne k i nd

a ctir"Ly trick playecl ort htlrt, and I f eI t' I lke he had 'l:eerr put

tne

or
for a mirrute.
not ?

H'

Wr

lny

of
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ouL Ior" n.t reason that lre Shoulcl have Jreerr. El,:r I tttail* rr i.r:tr'ral'li;

t(r spnr6 6f tlre personrrel on the base, I know exactly w]rc.: it wds,

but 1l:etter rrc.,t put this in tl-rere becau:le 1t rnrghL J.re rear] by

fiorTle of Llretn. Anyway, I made the remar"k and the report, went to
the llew base corrunancler that l was nr.,rt- going tc'r take dtc:LaIrorr

fi.otrr hitrr. Of coLtrse ] didn't mean Lhat at a]I, but I just said
rt, in a frivolous wdy.WelL hre got the word and he wa,*n't lorrg

cai l ing rr:e itr to 1-ake rlictatir:n, and of course I took dictation.
But we did have a good tirne,

Hr YOU Came Orr LrOard aS secre[ary to lhe baSe cotttrnAtrder'1

W: That's correct. That was my assignment.

Now, what kind of rank did they give you?

Cr:rpora I .

H:

W:

Hr $o .vc,u mel Jarres Hant-ilton, and how lcrnc; clrd lte st.aYi

krrow . I;au I Br i ctger coll I {
here bef ore I cante. I know

of hint. I canre 1:o be vrry

W: It was a very short time. I
t*Ii ycrt-r .Lretter tiran I, because

hirn well stilI and I thirrk the
cicrse to l-litn and jris f ami IY.

don't
he was

wor 1cl

H; Mren yo1r f irst ar^rivecl, where was the base locatecli

W: The base was loqated at a ] it.tle place caI lect Skyc':e, and 1t'

was then a two-story'dwetlrngf . and there was no way we cOulci keep

the rnosquitoes out qf t)rat, The landirrgr f ield was across the

l ittIe dirt road. f rom the of f ice bui Icling, allct t,he Civi I Arr
patrol persolrnel had cteared it of cleep undergrowth and brg trees

and all this +o we colllri nse it f,rr our f Iight, fieicl. Oltr riel'v-

ice rr)en. when they'd go out, to service the planes would have [o
weay netLirig over aII Llieir lrocly that wasn't c<"tvered Jry clothes

t'.g i:e able L6 to IeraLe Ll:e tnosclLt j toes. 'I'lrose fite1.1 tttade J'-;)"es lold
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Wescot l.

anong ever"ybody, about tire rnosquritoes, how brg they wel'e, dlill
what t.)rey wOLt ld say to each other and these tlri rrgs , i ike , you 've
probably alreacly heard or read; Shall we eat hirn here or ciralr

li:rn Off Lo t,he swarnp, One service man was quoted as saying he

pr-rt, X number of gal lons of gasoi ine irrto what lie thOughl; w,1,:

tllllirber f ive air piane l:ef ore lre reai ized it was a mosqui[o.

Apyway we were all in it together and we were all runllirrg ,llollel

f iir* Lc,Efet.lrer., qo curn[)laints, everythirrg worked 511r;r..r1:11J,]. 'i."lrrr c;

was an ad.nrirristrative secLiotr h*acl, thrsI'e waE afl itrt:eIlig*nr::,:
uif jc:*1", ariit theri there were sub-heads, sul:-of f icer"s aJrr:ve thetrr,

Okay, now you worked d.irectly for the ba,se corullarlclel', therr,

Yes.

Yr-,11 4icln't wor'l< f or" the adurirrisLr'at rve of f i s.:*r '

W: Not, at al l , Eernice Barber f ront GreensLruro was the adnirilltJ*

tyat iv* EECit.iOp fiead, Elre aq,fr I a]'e sti I I stautrch frietrcts today,

I see 5er every Januar."y .in{Atlanta,when I g.: to the Fur"tri[utrc

Mat"lqrrt ,5ale, h*caug* EhE ie now in Atlanta atrd has been for many

years, So after I stayed in lrere aLrout three weeks, I ggt a day

'rff , I rrray liave goLterr a day Off prior [o that, tine. but, I
rf idn't, go atrywher'e ' But I did go to Norf r':lk ' virtrirria ' af LBI' T

qrit the clay of f , In Lhose day* t,he sai 1ur.s, of course, ouLItLtrt*

Iierecl civilians, altd, it, was clisgustirrg to trre t0 see sigrrs crii lIt':

iawlr saying "Ntr Sai lor"s or Dogs AI lowed" drlcl thrngs of [hat
rrature. Arrcl I rraicl:, Gooci Lorcl, if yfiu'il Lake tti* hacl': 1:* Man-

L*u, I prornise you I'1l llever Cofllp]airr again, an<i I kept my pact.

I came back to Marrteo 'and was very happy to be here' afLet' vi'+u-

al icin(t and havltr,=t Feen Noi f oll< in person.

H: I d.ou't warrt tr.r qlwe1l ori i1:, )rutt, w+r.e yot-t iu ttnifortn nt

t,irne?

t]

W: Yes.

!: li'J1:
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H; Wiil yoLl brief iy ctescr-il:e the unifrlrni f,rr.nr*'i,

W, It war a l-,aric: Arttty Air For-ce r.rniform except for the epaLllets
and the rnsigJnra.

H; You wore re<1 trpilulet.si

w; Yes, and t:he rnsrgnia of course was dif f ererrt . we had the
suj:ntartne, the bomb arril su]:rnarine. 0ur'dr'ess trrlifonll* t^IBrE lli*
Ior'*rt green f,rrct or-rr wor"k urrifor^nrs, either skirt,s or trousers, ill
khaki, and overseas cap.

Hr (lk-cry, Ei[her skirt o]'tt-olrsrers, nt. y(lLlr optrr-rn, r'rgiil:'i'

W; Yus ,

Ht At any Lirne, did yr:u a] I wear culot,tes there?

W: No . 
dr.

Hr Tlrat's a Epecific question, because Ihat wats orre ot t.ite
unr f orms that was author tzec)., but nc.rbocly wol'e thern,

W: Yes, wel l we wore erLher- skrrts or pants at <;ur clrscrelion.

H: And you came back fr"orn Norfolk, glad l,rr be ]rack to Manteo'?

W: Very glad. Of cour'se, I had done my duty to the best of my

a)-ri i rty bef ore, I:ut I'Vas more eager to clo rt later', af ter'
t.)rat exper i ence

H: "1'eJ I me a clr-rty tlay. Jusl st,art of f in the rrrornlnll , wrlen

you got to the offrce. What did you do?

Wr Wel l now, af [er we'd stayed down at S]<ycoe f or a certairr
length of time, the NavaI Auxliiary built an airporl., which stil I



exlsts Ior corunercral l rnes arrd privat,e
,:f Manteo today, and then when the--

H r Te I I us abor:1- $kycoe, tltat two-etc'ry
rlerrce , rea I 1y .

Wescot. t

pIarres at t,he rrr:rth enct

bui idrttrt, arl .)i11 reei-

Wr We11, we lracl a 11t,Lie, you migri-rt say, lunch counter place.

whrere we coulci have Iurrclr, but [hat was ait Lhe faci]ities we ]iat1

thrl'e, whici"i we haO later" oll a ule$s halI out at, the other ioca-
tion. But, the routine day, you reporLed for duty exactly orr

t lnte , ancl we natura i 1Y-*

H: Wii i ch was wirat ? fieverr, eight'i

W; A* I yeCAl i, it ntu$L lrave beeti eight, l:u[ I'trr not CHrt-alll,

We,d all meet,, and we rlicin't a1i have transporfation frorr wlrer'e

\./* triigiiit, ]:e staying. We were st.aying in private hotnes where we

coulcl af f orct itr Marrt,eo. I Was on $71: a ntottthr, anr-l t,lrAt way we

w*r* af tor'ciirrg wlrat we couid ,ilt that price. So we'd get r'ooln and

Jr()ard. I did in most of {f,e rooms I rt,ayecl irt, wiLli lt-rVelY

lleC,pIe Irotrr Matiteo, and MarrLeo people tirat, day, ancl pertiaps tlris
clay. r i they clorr' t I rke yeu, yOLt lTliltlil ju*t ats w* I I g$1, ()Ir r-rt.ll, ,

jlrlCAr-t#e t ll t,hose clay,s y()u were cofrs lclered a spy, i:ecause Lhey ' d

beep corrrp I ei-e iy iso i ateci unt, i i the war' carrre . Wlrett yoLl wa lkeci

titlwrr t,he street you knew, and when you went into their homes as a

boarcler you knew very soon wfret,lrer" t,hey lilt*cl ycrt-t or" wfrethBl'flrr:}l
cliclrr' t, . And i f they I ikecl you, ther'e 's nothi ng tirey wouldn' t do

f.or you,they wer.e tire firrer=;t p*o1rIe irr t,he w{lfItl, lit-tt }f t}rt:i''

cltrltr'r: iike you, you'mighl just as weil nrQve, You'd iiad t[** ft)]'

6ny reason. it riigllt, be rnitrrlte, btlL it w,;t5 ,f, Ir;vely, lt"rv*iY

t'*lat:tonshtJr I ltatl W.rtlr everrybotly cl<.rwt'r lret'e, an<l .[ err.)()ye(l lte jtrtl

wrth thern as well as i:elng at the base. 'bo at rkyCoe. I l:elr*rr':
i t Wcr;r ai..rot-tI eight in tire uiOrtring we'd gO On dut.y, artd slrc')]'t: Iy
af ter il-ral tirne we'd al l be cal IerC out f or dri 11. atrd the rrllttine
wr:uricl De tl-rat I woulri go 1-o nty irase commander's oIf ice f irst,
when I repor-ted in. Then if there was any dlclation, at'ly ortlers,

10
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out, of the ordrnary t[c*t, lrad come up for'the day, lie'tl bI'rei uie (:)rl

t.iroee, and aL drlferent times he'd t,elI Ine of certain ones he

need.etl to see 1n hrs offrce at cerLairr tinie*, atl(l 11: !{aE llly r:lt-tl.y

t,0 tel i t,he other' 1reo5:1e Lhaf he wanted to Dee Lhern at d cet't:arn

l-rour, atrcl he, of cor-lrse, woulct put It. on ltts caltitir:la}. oli irtr
rlate,:, It WAs lliol^e Q.r' les$ I'oufille off ice Work for' file, realiy'
takilg ctictatrorr ancl typirrg, arrd t,he cotrtacl l:hat you woulcl liave

wi f h tlie pI'e.y lclerrt of a company i f yoLt were his secretary. wr t lr

r:rLher- people--kirid of sr crtorcltndrl:ioti.between fhe Jrase c(rliulisli(:tri'

at-rd the ot her peop i e .rs f'ar- as wherr |ie warr[ed Lo see t hern anc] i n

specif rc thrngrs of that nature. we wouid get of f , 1 bel teve. 1t

wa.l ab(iLtt e lrJhL t(l nlayije f ive ur' s 1x, I 'ffr ttr)L sur'e '

Hr You'ct eaI I nnch dowtr there al thal l r.trrch r-:t-rr-llt1,Ei' 'i'

W: Yes. We'd have to have a

ro()m in there that was set uP

of sorne type.

Wr YeE, Bhe was al"l

shop, anci she krrew

little iunch. It hact a Irttle
rnore Ii.ke a lrttle kitclieuetl;e

H: Arrd who clrd the cookrng f or you?

Wr We dict our owrl, whatevel' we wanterl, s(lup anrl tfllrlgE I il<e tirat '

,JLtSt routtrre iurrch. But IaLer on therr, when the Naval Auxrljary

br_rr It the iand ing strips where the presenL u11r|:ror'f rIatrtls lrere rl"i

YlanLeo, l-hey were locate<l on one srcle of the airstrip ontl I'un-

ways, arrd the crvi t Air Pat,rol was al lowed to ocoupy the oLrrer

,:1(:le, wlrrch we c!:i11. we had a great yelatronshrp wrth the Navy'

anrl therr we hacl a lne$$ l'ra} I. Let me backtraclt a 1r[t ]e lrtl ' I

I..liierribef Qtie t,inte,'fihen we'd get togetlre| to colne rlowrr t:o tlre

base f ronr Manteo, wlr:.chever place it, trright be, we lrarl ol-le !l1I'l
wh* wa,3 arr ctil'fllair* lrtecllartlc, Pol Iy Qvercash '

llr You actlrally lracl a feniaie lit+c:hallic?

exce I i etrt rnechani c . Slre )<ept charge of that
every part that was ln there. We hacl ot'her'

11
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mechanics, ]:ut she rrore ey' Iess had clrarge ot the par[s, atrd r=iie

r(jil* trr. tilut(-)r'r-:ycle CILlL tr-r flre Jras*, One day *he beqged rte that I
woulrl go with i-ter, and I werrt one t,lrTre, J:LtE flrat wa;i enoutglr in
tilat ratcl , No frt(:,I'e have J lieert c)r] cl rrrot,>r'cyc I e . We trtacle r t
safely, LruL I drdn't have ntuch feeiirrgr for it ()r llkrng f,-'r 1t

af ter. t.[at, Se wherr we nroved over to that side oI the base, that
was real comtng up in the world f or us, becau$e we wer'e l ivirrgt
t h6rr . We had c()llurterr l:arracks Lype homes, barracks type of t i ces

arrd thi ngs of thaL rrature , arrcl (rLrr hanetars , artil ou] ItiEEE lia I I ,

aiici we )racl a I oCa I I acly witt-': was cr:oki rrq, [wo ()r nror{r, ccrokl.rttl l Il

the rness hal ]-

H, Llicl yorr l<rck 1n nic)ney f,:r rurrning tire rness hal ]? How drd
y.:u get your'foocl f.or tlte rness h,rli, ot'do you recall?

Wl I ii*lirv* fliat that: wa3 tal<err cal'e c,f solnehow by ti:e base. I
rjon'l reca] I haviner Lo pay anything in, uniess you warrted ;3(jmE-

1;hing ,:pecial Brlt tlrese lieople around here are very good cooks,

arrd. there woulcln'L be rlrr-rcfr itetnand for tfral. I clo recaii whetr f-i]r:
ririprx, the p1ar"r*s, wer-rt ironie for anything, l"]'ley pard people oll

the plapes f or" f iyrng clowrr here, attcl I beI ieve Iirat, tli*y lilr-tEt,

iiarl* iia,1, t,he yelatir:ns[rp I be]reve |-hey had was t,hat it was

urrder-st,ood that if they had to go hc,rre f or sr:rrethitrg , t)!' c:t:t-tIcl

gnt l*avr f Or totnething, they corild use their owrt planes ' Be-

cause I well remernber sorrte of t,henr flying barbecue in ft'onr fattiut-t;=

;riac:er LIp aroutrrd Rocky Mc)uut and Wilsotr,

Hr How about l-he mess hai i, woutlcl Lhey serve t-hr"ee tleals a

day?

WI Jn,:t. Ir-tticlr, We weye (,11 c,Llt' Qwrr f or h'reakf ast aud cilnner'

Tlrer.e wac orre hote] orr t|e ]reac[, that a lot, of t:r-tt--. I hrlieVrr

tliA BltIi]"8 lr*1:*l walt tr"trn*cl Qvrsr' Io the Civi] Ait' Fatr.oI a[. a

nominai rental at that, time, because there were l]CI peopie contitrg

rLowrr aE f ar. as tor.rrists were cotlcer"tled, due to t,he bl ac-k-outs

tlrat we had' we hacl t'o black our Iig)rts out' wrth Juci''et IrLt'Ie
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r-ir-ry squaye 1n the r:enler', atrci t,hat was Lo keep ll"c,trt 5t.ihi:ti.;Lt]Irqf

tile ship.s a[ #ea, And wi:e[ we carile dowrr tter-e, the f anious urqJht

spot on tlre beach was two stories and you could sfand rlp l:lrer'e orr

tlir danc:e f ioor otl t:ire sesotrd story and ]ook out tile windows, and

alty num]rer of rrigirts. if you wanted t,o go there and ICr6k, y(lll

C,;r-tlci,5t:e tw6 oi'three of Qur ships br:rning. Atrd we were flying
tfrese Iittle Stinsons, arrd you proi:alriy ktrow lllore ab<lut tlie llatrrer

i)r tire plapes than I recaI l, anyway tirey had Lwo It)0 pound oepl.lt

clrarges.

H r Te i i ltle fli]ou[ see i ng sh i ps out t here ,

yoLl f irsl goL dowrr here, burlting?
Yor,r saw shi ps, when

Wr Yes, sir, we sure did. ManYl

H; How i ong d rd t-hat go on?

W: WItiro\.rL tt'ral]y rrig]rLs pdss]rig' Lhat, you dldn't see thent' Wel l '

tl-re bear:ir QVer 1-Iiere, you could rrot, walk oll it f or' [he l ltLt]:
Ir',rrr the *lrips that, lracl been torn apart, frotn the cases of fruit
arrd t,5e caseE of vegetafiieE tlrat hatl cotttr: iti f t',:,ut ']LtI' BhiLr.3, alld

frorn sailors irats, altcl aIl these things, you could not' waik on

ilre beach anywhere i n Dare county at t,hat t, iffre , Arrd tire peop I e

WhO'Ve ltever experrenced thls and lrave never ileen t:old the story

c,f this rlo not rea l ize how c iose tlrat wal' was tr-r oLtl shr-'l'e,5 , Br-rt

oul- pi I ot,e a lways I I ew tn palr's , arrd eaclr orre hact aii oJ:ilet"ver",

arrd they had two 100 pout]cl ctepth charges. I'rn sul'e that ca}'l

ltiayhe wi i i 1,eI i yoy ,Ehat we know tlrat they were more af raid of

our rad"ros than tl:ey'wer*e of our ciept,l't charges, Br:t Li1*y '1r':[ gn

l.{l {r i:af e, I he i ieve irr Hackensack, New Jersey, tc' be mc'r'e f u1 Iy

t:r.ained 1n t.he vel,rciLy of t,lre winct, a$ far 4,5 clropping the d*pf'lt

C:iral.,J** WaX Cl1.;nce!-llect wlren t|ey siglrted a subrnarine, and trr:w far'

r L toolr Lo srll:trrerge, orrcl everyLhrng Iiiat 1-hey rreederl L(j i'lll(:r!{ rti

r-ri'dr:I- l,; t:iake a hlL. Alid I on olle oCCa$iorr haci the t)r'ivi ler.te of

t l y I rrgl out wi th Llre irase conrrnarrcier- wlren tirey l-rac-l * i;tlit *11 a *t-ti-Lnlir*

r 1ne

13



H r tihay, I rcC*rii: llr
116r,rp I r: whrj Wet'rj rrt t lrat

c,. [-iIr-lILrI'rj ()I d

Atlanl-ic Cit.y.

Wrtir.: trL t.

!li',rr.l1.r r-rI lvl,rttl-c,.,

New ,Jersey.
5{:rit, Hat'r'y
sch()ol al-

Wr ttir. r"ealIy

11 I .[ -il-i*l r-:alfr* A(-:I'()tx ] 1. , ltts t
probably See sornei)ody y()r-r krrow trl

I ,:w weuks bac:Jr , St.r y(lU' 1 1

W : I tro cior-rirL wt 1 J---Jlt(rs I cjl 1..lterrr,

H r Back to your i rrvo I vernent, t hen, when you rnoved up her.e , r_ul--

clt:r'tbteclly y(rur o1'f icr rva$ niuclr bef ter at tl're Naval Ar:xr i rary
St,rIion.

WI It. was rirnc:h l:ett.er', trr"rt hy Lhe sflnre token we I:acl sancl D-LeI,o,Fj.

drrd this IrIeral]y lrapl:etieci tl.t tlre J-rnse (:otr'ulafrt.ir]'': i.rfi.1i-r.., iI
l-,1*w Eitiici Irelw*t[ [ii,--, Lrae*s crI il,.,rr)J<s, So we a1] lrad [o .told trp
dn(-t clo flortle, 5cr lle at'rcl I hacl uu rrrLtr::h wol"k tu r-lrl oli ]-rt;rqrJlg llitri. tvr
t+,:,k thr h,:r"rlr;* tr-: iri*; r;ottfllfe ort Lhe beach, wlticir he bui i,t. l-jrer.e
1l"r ':f i , hre was tln* rll f li* f rr';:I irroi:]iE Ev*]' irr-tr It a r-;r:rtt-ailR (:rlr

j'jaq El lieatl, ctl'rel so we went l-her"e and workecl f or the rest of tire
day.

H: You say you harl a lot of books, What kirrci ol bcroki.,/

W: A loL of rt w.rs rnor'e l jke drr-'taIirtq alrtl lryplrlg, 1 {:]{pr{:'l-

titar e than )rookkeepr lrq , dctua I iy.

Hr Well. you dirln't'lrave to d.o the f in.rncial recorrls ttrere
crlry 1 1-, i,r, .

hrr i'ii.r. "l'l'lc arltriinlrlraLive tse{-:ttioti i-,*oi"t clid t}iat, I J-enlerr}Jrer'(rt'r

r..rll i7 tJltr:,, {'{:r.i:rltt! .i riJli , r.,l Il Jip{r'rl[I}-ieI' 2:f'Cl , t t. }tli.lf l, l'jirl,,.-. J_i**il r.rf Ji j , I I,

[rAy flrrvrr brsi:ti ilf '4';:: a!t,r1ll, "it ]/as '4i,,, we had rrs d l.i Ir:rr: 1,dfut'
tlt (::clrct$ qf()1rrlrl wjth 1-r3!ril.s dl"rtJ whoevet'w,r# wjttr LIB at, Llte Lulrrl jr"r

,1

ir

or
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Hr

Wr

tlre wartlng
Oir3et'VerS--

That woLI i d

Yes, up at

H; [t.j v(ili
a r rport"i

W, Nt:r, I clo

but I do not.

Hr

W:

rc)om, I qluess you'd cal l it, f or l;he

14rrggqr1, t

pi lols itrrct

i:re up at tiie ttiain airPort?

i:he rtia i rr a i r"port .

t',:,-:a I i when yor-1 lil(,Vecl fronr $kycoe up Lclr the IilAlli

liut, 'fh*r'e w(,Lt1d ]:e other,B, pel"haps, that wouid,

,-q(jlut{ir 1 ilq* i t rniifht hflv€ }:eerr ear ly Decernber.

It wasrr't too Ic,ng aiter'I came heie, bttt 1t. ntll8L haVB l-rr:rrr

i.ltllrCt allollt t)rat t,lrne, jlLrt, I do ktrow tllal; clll D*cetrtber^ l;lr d w$

were t5ere, so it, possibly was very ear"Iy irr December, But, lhir:
paI.t t11LtlaI' dcry i,r-r D6GBltiJiel' t3r'ci, what stayts itr trry rnind so vtvidiy
t$ tlrat it was very rough seas tlrat puy, and that, oul'pilot'x, fllld

oLlI. heacl nechaplc was a fellow by t,l:e nalne of Br'c,wrr, atld tlrere's
no way tSat a plane was going off t,hat iine unles$ he was 1008 it,

Wrr,: I'iilhf. , EtI'LlCl:r-tra I 1y atid ntechani ca I 1y . And lte was a very good

rnecfrarriC, and ] anr 5ul'e to this day that, orie I'e4,5()l-l wti t-lr'-il-t't

lr,i,ir: lit,r}.r: rlielt 1-hdn we cl jci wa* becarlse crl t,tre Iact- f-ir'rL, .[]i"(rh/]ile,

a5 we cal leci hini, was such a good rrechanie attcl 50 st,r'ie-:f aj:outt

inl[irl(raplarreg(}out.However,tlrey,Jidgoclutoi.lDeceuDer.
23rd, in pairs as r-lgua1, arrd orre piane Went dowrr--ver'y higfh EtrAE,

apcl iri (:c)LtrBe tlie .-t.f,ey or,e raciiqeci 1:he problern, and everybody

wenl out to sear"ch, the Navy irrcluded.

H, [t,: y*r_r ]'Rlli8lllhei. wliat 1:1llie of 1:.lre rlay tlrat wa:) i

W: It was rairly iate
rlay)re j u* t airoutt, dLiBk ,

because they did not fIY

1r-r the af terno+n,
buL it was sureIY

at nigtrt, theY did

L5

It Waxfr [ ,it iJl-i:i],;,

not near sutrdown,

not f ty af t.er ctark.



We*trr-rl, i

u,ll. 'I'[rat wolrlcl lie Lt . Cook and--

Wr Lawyerrc:e (::ooper, Br-tt I happenecl to be playing cards with
tliem just, as t,irey were cailed to take Lhe flight. Arrd of cour'3e

tirey rrevel'clid finrl Lawrerrce Cooper, but Cook's body washect up on

March t,he 23rci of the f rr i I owi rrg year dowrr rreal' Beat-tioI t , 1li ,1

,Jrjtir-i f l-irLe tjI L)I-eiel V,at ir.rt-t l:*Crrr-tS* 1, Ile WAt-iiI wcti.i C: t-, 1{-t, Rr-tt 1..Ii;rt

was a Very saClrlet-rrrrg l.lrtrrg ft-rl UB^ afid we e:(ljtrl lel-lCt, Llital: -tI'r ai i

,-,f 1i f e. BrlL Llte t'eair(]rl that or,tf haee wa3 ,:ii*liarrd+ci lrr i-rBr::dr-lBB

the Navy ,lecidect that, t:hey own, wliic:h I lhitrh [hty ]'6,i1]y .1,1'

f rrui the lanci out t,o patr'o}.

H: Beft:r'e we ilisl:arrd the ba*e, 1 et ' B t,a Ik a I i tt, le irit rnol'e

ai:ouI tt, Now you say 1.he Co<:h-Cooper thi.rrg, ,31lrce tire (-:(J Llll-
r-lrti-t]-rL*riiy q{()1- n(:rIifrect lriuiiectrately whert:it Ii*p1-r*ttect, we]"e yor..l

around when he was toid.

W; ()h, yes

Hr What wa* thr rrac:ti,:n and wlrat kind of plan was put into
effect?

W; (:)f LroLll'EB wE wtrr'E a 1 i ver y clr:vartat ect, atirl t:iiey :ter]l: c,ttt

f light$ frcltr"t Lrl-lr base as well a$ 1--crllrrtg fire Navy 1-() t31,;1lr-i grlirl* oi
tli*tf'[rlrrlttrE r-:Llt, wlrtc]i tiiey v*rY wrl.t r!1r1iy cirr:, drrc'l q]actIy drrl,
alrd ttre CoasL Guard. 'Ihey were setlt ou1:, ll'l-rey ltad lrfe ratts,
]rr-rf Euntl3how lhey lrlLrtst rrot have Jreetr airle to get, irrto thent, when

the piane lrit the wf,t-er, hecause no one could ever--but hoWever,

tlr* winrl,e wer'e ,:o iiig)r t,hey lltay have Jreetr in them alld ffiaY have

beerr wa$hed out of t\errr, or they lllo/ hfive J:eerr iti t,hent atrd fhey
cuu I dn ' t see therr ior^ the waves , But t,hey wer"e t hol'()u!rili y

searc|*d f c'r, frot Crrrly IhAt rrf Lrt''1(Jilfl .18 1atq, 6.rr tt!':)t {lr:}i_llr-l., Lri_lj,

t.116 llr:i;f. ,iay ancl I r--torr't r"eca11 liop 11i6ny days aLter',
course t)rey wel'e rroL tound,

Th,i,:,:l/Ere tlie orrly twrr fat"alities you had.Hr
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1,{e;lr-:r-rt.l

W:

i{i

I'hi-rse were tlre only twt-r that- we had

f{t}w xl-rr-r[t traEh'rrr, clicl yoLl have flny other' crachert?

w: No, we had one plane that clid go clown' l:ut i1r waE rreal' ':rr(il-lllll
tr_r tllcl ,3htji.-r1 Llrat tlte pllOt anrl r:rilserver Were rtlil* to r:oIre lll cirl

tiiets Irfe raft b), thenrselVes una:isiStetl tt-) ttre i:e'jCfr ,

H ; [)o y*,:t-t r errlellljier- witr] I hey w*re /

W: I .emernl:ey ope of tSern's name was ,$lrields. [Tape cflange. J

ili Lltin)r, frill Ea) }.,-ril-t (lt:rrr'f. r":tntrril:lE}- th* ujl:t*t'v*t''tr flallit:, i:rlt

tlie liilot's lr6r1re Wds ,bhrelcis. Ahout, wlrerr wflr l;ira1:. tir-r yCILI I"e-

c'aIfi

W:

Hr

Wr

1 ,-ir; rlot re ca i I

'l'hat's a rnaltter of record t,hat I can f ind'

f 'rn Bure of that .

Hr Now, so your day, I irraglue, up aL ti:is Ortd was 1:r'ett-y I)ucl-l

like it was at si<ycoe, you Just kept l-hlllgs llolllg Ior" t-lre Jro:jt,

W: Veyy utucfi so, $arne thing was roulttlre, o[her Lftarr

ancl tlre f Iyrng f acr i 1t ies so f ar as rurrways '

Hr How a}out your persopai i iving situation. Did it' ]rnprove

af ter you,d Jreen ctowrr ,her"e f or .1 whr ie? A* f ar" as your ):oar'(tti-r1l

wlth peopie was ;rrc,baj:.iy betLer than a hoLe I '

W: It was a good relationsiirp. It wa$ IrrLlcli lreIter, .rrttl il" wi1* 
'1

{-:t(locl relat,ronsliip wr[h the lor:crl p{rc)ple beL:.{use 1t. J-rt-ttiL Lirurr'

Cr-r[t rr-lerrr:e trl Lts, and it d.tdrt' t take VeI"y IOrrg f crt. therrr tu (iO

|rat. and ttre local people have told me rnany, mar)y Llmes thal

JocaLlon
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WescoL t

before ilre Navy tr,-rol< ovel', that we had air"eady, artcl I 'gay WE wl[h
;iiiii*, t{il tlir: I-rnrlLrir wlro v+irrrtteer'ed, ha,1 aIrea,l), friglrterrerl
these U-l:oats awfly, so the job haci rnore oI' 1e,5s l:eerr cleatrr:ci l-ll:,,

a(-1c(,r'(irnlt to f.ire ]ocal people and rny olrservation.

H: Yor-r say wlrerr yrlu f irslr gOl irere, yCrU riOt-tlCI Et,lnit (-rll t)f.iI
E*{..:ul1li g1:r:}'y l:ui}ctrncf ancl see 1-ire ships burninq at, Eiea, did that
pr"etty nrucfr stoP-a1ter a whi 1e?

W; If dtdli'1: tal'I': Ioo iorrgt f ot' it tc' etop. And we hated to see a

rrrooni rght night, as pretty a,$ it is ever fhat tl(lr:frlt whEft i1:

nliittrnifrn, lint 1:hiF ri Ihor-rettes our ,:hips f or' t,lre U- lroaIs. I
remernber orr one occaBiorr we al l were cal Ied hacJ+; tlrl the l:artt, rJllE

nl{=fht jttrcraltnrr i lt hacl lr*en }'epor'teci lhat I arrdi rrg cr'af t had i:een

s1:otted, And we woulcln't ciar'e strike a tnat,c:h *i' lr,.rt'clly Jlt'r:fit'ltr:,

liLit kli 81-r{yrr(l Af j:,arr al } tirlJlil: atrci nrrthttilt rriater rai rzecl . ]
d.on'L r"ecaI I f r,lrri wirat Fi)LiI'ce that ianclrtig ci-ait f;utlF(iE*tliI w,1i3

Cr_ririitig f i.r:1i, l1r-rt it wa,: r'epOr1:ect arrd aI I Civi 1 Air' FatroI mernl:rere

were cal led back on ctutY.

li : [trt ,o,-, r'':ClA ] I alry E[{,}'i tr13 that yot-t pi cker] tlp IrOrrr tlie
al-rout droppirrg of bornlrs or anything I ike that? Spott irrg

rines, or-*

pi Iot,*
suhittra-

Wr Nr:L in palLrcular'at this motnettL,

Hr Let me ask you. Did you have to filt iri in the plotting
reeilr or arrytlllng i lke Llrat. at ally t,ilte , QY' drd you just**

W: To so6re exterrt, but very rar'ely. We were aii awal'e at"rd coor'-

clirratirrg a1) the rnanagfernent tc,geLher. We were aIl awal'e of jusl

wlrat: each of f ice was rlr-ring at at 1 t,irrres, althouglt we rrr'ry rr(i1' ]-'e

i'*aiiy aCIiv6 lrl 1t, wE wer'e aIi very a!{are rsf it''

H: How aboutt,

ocidba i I quest
yolll' rrteclrcal faci I ity, flrtcl I reai iee that'E arr

ion, Lrut did tfreY have a dor-:Lor'?

1B



Wescott

W: No. We l'racl a practical nurse, llot a practicAl lturse, I begf

yr.rLtr,pat'ctorr, wB }iacl a r'egistered rlLlr'.se who was a rrernber of Civii
Aig Patloi on active clr-rt.y with Coastai PatroI, Lottie Baptr, Ehe

w6.B f roui Winsl:crn Salern. Arrd her husi:and was also dowrr h*t'*. He

wc{s, I clotr't remeltlbcr, "ieff l,illit fi,:vr Jir:*ii A prle)t, r:l1.lir} i-r

1:i ir:rt t-r}- Aii (:rl-IntrI'Vir}", J,rr-tt 1 I,eJ reVe )te W,f5 a i.;r 1,.r1... Yex, 1 'rtt

srlre ,Jetf was d piloL. BuL as tar',1,5 Llral. we ciirJtr'l- liav* ,t'ir

itrf I f'ltlary d5 EuCl), i:rlt Lcrt. 1. te wc;ulrf take (-:al-e t)l llri l-l()r tlecris, art<l

tlierr we drcl have a I oca 1 cloctor.

11i Wrat wtrl'e the major'probierns, ds far as sickness wag con-

cerned? lnf Iuenza oI' any particuiar sicklles,s.

W: Notlrrrrqf 1n part tclrlar'. We clidn't gel- ntalarra oI" anyt,hrng

Irke ttiat,, We clrcl have ole gir'l 1 felt irl..e wa* ltolrr[t i:r!-tr; r-rI ltrr'
riiutcl l:ecause we would sit rr) c)r,.lr car$ ar:d rul I the wtltdows uP,

and yoll coLlld see all these mosqultL)e,e )rlac)<erring, lltel'ttily
lilac)<errrrrg tlre wincishtelct, arrd I thought she was golng out of lrer

mind. from seeing these thirrgs, because they'd bit,ten her so rnany

tintes, But we ctidn't Jrave any specif ic probi ems, we didn't have

any specific Sealtlr problemg, iike l say, Do rralarta. llo rrothirrg

l-hal. yoll wouidn t l:ave today irr ord:rllarv iiie'

H: Hovl abor-tt youI" spaI^e Lrrrte'?

1: tt"ne ?

WiraI dicl you t"1r) 1l't y11s1 spct]'e

Wr WeI I, l ike I say, t,here was this niEht ciub on the beach,

which was alrout ,tl* only place in Dare Courrty to go. If wB

wnrlt':Cl 1:* gO Lfr*r*,' w* Collld g.r; we Could go t0 each olh*r'r
hornes or roorns, oI whalever, erllrl pldy CaI'dE, [:'iA)' irr the ] tVifrg

1"r_rr-rllE rif th* li,ltrL*r wilere wtr wer'e 3tfiylrlg, or p1ay c:arcls, per"hap:r

br-idge oI' hearts or- whatever r t rnighf colne rlF f (:r htr w1 t ll ,J{jlirE t-r"[

Ilir (:,thtri' gi'uLILr whsn l-il6y'd (::(-,1116 (ttrwll, all(-l aifrl wit li tttl: pr:utrilr

ir-r [ire honre. And we were irrvit,ect out into [lre houre:= to FIay

briclqe atrd things of that traLure,

IY



Wescott

H: Tlre local cr:utttruttrity pretty wei I ac:cepLecl yoLl al I

Wr Vrry,l*finit*iy Very def init,ely

H : How about i:ase pal't l eS

allytirrtigt at the )iase:i

Dict yot.t al l have any parlrerr r.rl'

We never had any Jrase parties. as I recal I, as such. No,

wers not part of our activity.

li ; yr:rr-t [r]'*t t y trittch (:allle to war"h and went trQrtre , l:u t yoLl

rzecL becaurse you were ai I ciowrr iret"e toElrether,

W;

tr

W;

LIL

5UUl(1l-

licivlti li*t r: f i-r]' a L]i.ti-l-](r:ir.., cttrd 1:lte (-l(lC calitps wqI'* tlriwri irere

ti'ra l- t 1nre, ,:rrd the Arrrry wLls r-towli iiet'e at t,h;rL t rni* ,

H: Vlar r- jte (::CC st j 1I working?

Wr Tirey rlier'e still iiown,.here and fheir']rase wd.l still active.
Aricl fhen wherr tirey lirovecl r-rr-rt of that particuJar i:ase atrcl were

rtisbr-rysed f yotr this area, the Arnty wetit into ti1otse quarteI"s , 'I'lie

Ai'niy [,qr1;]'olteci the beach ol'l foot aI rrig)rl.

H; 'the Army or tire CoasL Guard?

Wt 'I'lLe Ar"tiiy, I t"eltretli.rer qr.rite wei 1 , because one nrght, I hap*

Ijelttrct n(it 1:o i:e thel'e, f crl'tLttrai:e Iy, JrecauEe clfre I)1$l-rt at tliir=

NacI's Fleacl Casino, wirrch is d f amc'us spc|[ around lrere ]I1 t]iose

rlays. the orrly ploce trr tlance ey artyLlrirrt-f l iJt* thaI t:(i C[(:i, hlht]*V-

tr'wa;; jlt char'<le iiI t)1rs grou[-r was go]nq Lo paLro] t"]re ]:eac;tt t,h.r1:

rrrrllrt: Ir:ok Llrerrr ]rr[o t-l]e casir)r:, becnr-tse he wa$ tot) early It) (ir)

(.)ft cir.rty, crrl(t hail tlrern cirec.It their r"ifles, drtd tlrey got a bi1:

gir-rc5, I gLless, ].rut they went down atrcl took tlre rif Ies arrd lrackeil

r:v6l'y1loqly in tlrere out of the secotrd $tory windows. Bo, I'm glad

f wasn't tlrere that rriErht. I riidrr't go an awf tt] 1ot,, butC it was

an inter-esting Iitt-1e place. we got a Iol of conulunications wrth

')r\



Wescot, I

t5e local people anrJ their feel ingr ,rbout dif f eretrt thrrrge. tu(:),

W* gc'rt a Iot of close relafiortships there, which is very itrrpor-

t-atit, j Can'L str^esS Loo nLur:h jrow this i:1ace warr trolaterl i)'if {i}'e

Wt,r..ic'l War 1I canle dl(lnq and operred rt. ttp. 'firey irer-i t-wq, wooden

i":r'rClges L:Orill ft[J 1ll t.Cr her-e r-lllri t, 1-r€ ]:'eSl: r.lrt i f. Wal., l=e]^I''l ,

H: Hriw alrout yQLir f inances'i How dicl you survive on your pay?

What was it, five dollars a day, or four dollars a day?

Wr W,:11, we iraci otlr utnifortns that were

days f oocl was 5o i rrexpens ive we cou }d

li*t:allse [wo piaces, I reca]I, where they

ro(frrr lro serve Civi I Air Iratr"ol, wl-roever

Ilrey served ]11 qLldflt ttjes otitl 1L wcts g()ucl

Hrlnlrilunl cost. Arrci we drdn't eat a Iot,,

H; iio yout survived on it

W : We sul'v ived
l lke people who

a* y(ill ilAvr-: YOUI

need d lot.

issued, and in the war

eat so irrexperrsrveiY,
turned over Lherr ditrrrr,"l
warl t.e(--i i-<-r rai- lr't tii+t-r,

i ooct J:t-t L r l w6 :r' ct v(i r )'

;:- I Il*

t,hrs, by vir'tue of tite
of oLtr sl"ritrs, bef ore we

cer'tailrlY alr irrdic:aI itrrr

on rL. We r"ealiy didn't need a iot. It,'s just
are in self*supporLive rnis,siorraIy w()rk, As lrlltrJ

shelter aricl thrngs lrke that, you r^eaIly tloti'1.'

H: L,:1:'r lall.l a i rtl:1e ahout your overal }--ltow ef f ectrve do you

copsider^ the base? Do you consider it was an effective crp*rEt-

tion?

W; l{*11, it'* not Pr"ejt-tdice
cel"ely r1o tlrirr]< it wa's a very

H; HtiW r:ir-t Jv(-)r-t lllrAfil-ll iJLl(::(le#13 i

W: We] t, l ike I told yor-r jusl- Irrior [,o

f x*1:, r1r(:rBt oI tli**e JrornbirrgB l'tad stoppecl

were cirsl:ursecl. ancl I f ee i i ike thal: i*
ti'rat 1f. was verY effective'

ihat, I 'rri sPea)<irrqt f rorn, arrd I
,,/eyy ftucu*srItli (ll-,t:I 

'r. 
1, lr.rlr
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W**c:r:It,

YcrLt thitrli: il: l{&. flHr How about rrratrar;tetrtettI of tlre ]rase itse]f?
l:,I-* t 1- .v we i 1 lila lld! t'(..l /

W: i 1"rheii tire rnatla("lelllent trI' 1t, iJnfurLtirrately, J, alrt lllc)r'e i[
ie.,^s of d perfeclrc)nlst,,rrrd if I Bhoul(.1 :JEe aiiytiirrrg (:li:)lii{

wi-ung, 1t: wou I d ,bot lrer rrre , dnd I f e 1t i'L was malrdgecl ver'y, ve }"y

weii. Arrri t|ey seemed ali the rrrarragenrerrt Lrl Sst a}+l"lg w+ti
t.Llget.hel'. It rnake* a dif ference, I tlritrk, in the Iif e of a

voiunteer gr()up dprd the life of a drafted groLlp, oI'tfte life 6i A

group tirat is utr.lcir, rruch bigger t)ran ouI operctLion, ]:ecause t,rf a

trrer"s(ina i re l at rorrshi p tliere Llrat- eaclr orre i r-;(rkcr-l t-rt-tl- f,:,1- [.lr*
uLhr:l', Ii :r.:trteon* lteecied soni*Lhirrg, or rf t.he r;hriir.irelr of tlie
f ew that had cirr tclrerr clowrr liet-e*-' wel l Ih,rL wat r-rtll/ L[rr:' ]-rxLr*

(:i(-lltlltallii6i-, I gtuer,*, wiio irad liilr l.hree irttle J:oy* clc,wii here, at'rrl

they grew up iike stair steps, &rrd two of t,lrerri stiII live a[ KiIl
[r*vi I Hi I ts toclay, Sc, I sincer'ely thirrk it was very smooth]y

run.

H, \'tjl-l ,:rj:rViOLiEly lllet y(-rlt]{ (rpeI-At.i,:Irai reClr-t j r-*ll)BIi[:;. 1. Jitr-rArr l]ra1-

you rnade a I I your pratr ol s .

w, Y,r*, oI G(rUI'|:re "r f atlyotle qot- ollt of I ine, Lite J-rase c:ol(rllalld.er'

had Lo drscipline [hern.

llr Wliich cl j.cl ltot tlece-q*ari ly rnake trirr popular, but' it was neces-

sary.

Wr Rigtlrr, It lracl 1"i l:e. It. lraci t,o be, Ir you gel" a pl lc.rt that-

goe$ c;ut ancl gets [oo'ntuch one nighl-. yoll've gcil to l:eli h-t]tr, ctl'r{i

e11:rlBI. tay hirrr oft Ior; a certairi rlunrher oi days <lr however, Y(itl

have to disciplrrre in whatever n)arrrrel' 1;r ef fer::tive, *It([ wllal't5V(]

rilatlt^lel. jx availaj:rle, Atso he can't do that again, I don't lrreatl

tha[ we had nrany occasicrns f Qr that, ]:ecar.t,se thaf wfr* llt]t' t'llB

t-ype gr.oLrp we had, but or! one or two occasions we did.

-))



WescoL t

H; A f ew l ittle $pecif ic things, Did tlre base as such-- sotne*

titltes al-r €ryrbIetn ur an rrrstg1nia beconres an esprrI cle c(i][.):r (Jl-)e]'cl*'

t iorr, you krtow-*,-1 tcl tl-re base irave arry iogto L)I- *ytrtht:,1 t-r}' nrry'[[11-111

they u*etli'

W I Ncrti'rilg $pecia L I'[e orr]y ipsigt:ra t]rat we flad. I dotr'L

recal I arryt,hrtrg specia],

Hl Jrl:rL tlre reqrrlar" CAP rnsigrria.

Wr Yes. We hact the iittie l:uttorrs tlrat werrt, oll oLlr'lapels, (lAF,

]iesides Lhe sleevr: ltlslglrla on Lile urrrf orlns.

H: Clkay. Now, how abor-rt--Dict yor-r have Forrte guards threre also?

W r 0h, yes . We irad guards at a I i t imes .

Hr Youry guards, cttcl they weaL arry sliecral in:rigtrta.T

W; I i1,-,rf 't iieli+,.re lii*y cticl. I dertr't, r"ecall arry eI llierrr wed]'lrrq

any specral :.nsigtira,

ii, 'I'liaf hal: E{ Felut ftiat I' I i tel } you aboltt at [erwards.

W; It, was just tl're requlur Civi l Air Pat,r'oi unif orrn wit,h t,h*

r*!tular- ittsrgtrra,

H: C)kay . Drd yor-r w,ed]^ th<;se recl epau"lets cr I I t.l-re t. Lnte. cll rlrd

you finaity have a bui'nirig party atrd ge1. r'icl ot th*Irr'i

W, WE W,-,t'r tli*ni a1] tire Linre, I still have ltlille, intact. No'

we rlidrr,t have a burning party t,o get rid of thern.

Hi (_)hay, Now you star'ted to tell rne alrout the base closinq
ilowtr, wlreti I r rrt-er'r'u1:ted yot-t,
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W: Wel l, I tliitrk lhe Navy
(::all Ji,: foLtllrl ariywhrre tliat
rr"otrt tiie heach ,,.,ui-. artct

Ihel'eft)]'e they took over',

Wesc:ot t

was rigrl'r1:. att,l I Lhink fiie irrftlt'niatir-rt'r
Ll-rc I'lavy shor"rlct paLrol

we wBre patrQllttrlt l,hrt'1,/ lirll'i,--i ijl-il,
and t irer"ef ore the Arrry d^ropped us.

H:

W:

When did

tlli, cleal'.

they take over'?

I neeci nry notes

H: Well, Altltust: 1:t.re 31st of '43 was wherr
\-. _- ,-
L)L1 :Je ('lLrWll.

l:he prolli-iitlr (1 I o$e(l 1. lre

W: W*i i, il: itad Lo be r'ight Lhetr,

year.
But a lot happened i n that

i'i: [r* yuu t'ica] I arry EpeGiai i itt ]e stories o]" arrything that
happenecl dur"irrg that period of tirne? Tlre ft-trrnies, oI'Eail, eithi:r
r:,lt*, rf yrlt It:]d a ]ea] sacl str-,rY, obviottsly-.-

W: Well, I reccrll $ornething I dld t,hat was forJ:iddetr. We wel'e

f,t i i i al. Bhyc*r whtrn ws chanlf Ed Lrase corrunander"s, and I had riade

that. siI ly remark bef ore f everr met hitrr, I was rtr.rt g*irrgf to tal<r

rliiltat.irlrr f ,rr hirii, kn+wing I didn't rtearr it, and knowing that if
I had nrearrt it, I'd have been kickect out of lrere or I'cl have h**n

wlraL*v*r', ]recause we were stri ct ly nri I i tary. And so atrol-her girl
and I tr:ol< a back r.oad or-rt of Sl<ycoe so r,le wr:r-t icltt' t lidfr$ 1,]rIt:rr-trlli

Liie gr-rat..J t=ta1.ion, atrcl q,-,t sllrck in tlie ntud soniewlier-e J:ar:l< t-freI'e

and stayed for" a litt,le
ie1.,ttI of fitiie ]ref,rfe we couicl get out. We goL ouL at:d wellL

r"ig5t. oll pack to thq i:ase, nat ttr'a I Iy . Tlrere were ,:ulil': f Ltrllly

lttt1e rlOt'ieS, I'tii Srt]"e, J:recause you don't jUst live witir a life
uf tlraf Lytre at a] I lirri*,s oI' any I if x with'rlit havin$ t'lir:rte Ihingn
(-:(ililtr Llll, liuI they evarf e trre ctt i-tre rtotrrettL '

Hr How ah'oLtt visitoys, clici you get any v151tItrr,1

ilr'ouncl tiere'l

24
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Wr::y(:t.r[. l-

W: uir, yes

lJl FI',-,llt rrtl'rcl' L)cl$r$, i:;rr"le Jol"rttsou or HdrI'y Blee'?

W: We gr:t sorne higl:er' olf icials that wouid c:olile f t-;r' irrs;.rect rorr. i
ali-;it't I.ecaj j rI a Ivlajor llawson, wiro wrot"e rny llcr[:)ers. )lrr was llt

Cl-rar-IotIe, as, I g,lesr lre waE, state cor])Inaricte]' of Ctrzt I Ari' PotIr-,1

nt flrat t-itne, 1'trt t':qlt:jt.ll"e, br-rt l.hjs call L.re 'uer-jIjet1 ht-rwi:vt?r'

A116 I believe ir€ Cdtrte Ol-] oCCdsiori tu lnbpeCl: Ll"re lJLct1.1;l't, dr,(i

tlti!)r(r- tire '-{tj1fc)r'rns anci ittspect 1,}re persollllel tiriti wcrt.L;L (-i[irrl

rlriil. open f :eId drill.

Ltt H,)w a]-rr.;r.tl ;rrlols fr-orn oltier' ]:ases, did Lhey c:olr're lri vt:rY

often'?

i.t.w; I'1,:t vcry o[[ert. [)rr occa:i ] on .

H; oltay. So tlie l'lavy put you al I r-'iutt: ot l-'usrrreils lll Attc{i'tt':t

i:rI 'i1.J, ,rliri yr-ri,.r ali Ir-rli-lrr.i Llp, Di,l y,-,fr st,c11' l'tt:.rr't] rvlitl'.' 1-liry

were cl<.:sirrg tlre base dowrr?

W; Yex, I ,:tay*d here arrd I stayed here af ter t.he ]rase was

closed. down, J:ecause I sti l l wanted t,o be in somelliin;t to (:1(r wiLll

,luti6 po1'.tial't of tJre war ef f ort, Therefore. I went to work f or ':

place called Gorclon alcl Company, arrcl they were ['lL1J{itrrJ l:ra}'li li.rl'-

*hi1:f , Illacle t,r-tI of hetrrp And clif ferertl t,hInqs, arrcl steel ' attd

different Lhintrs of tfiat rratLll'e, ill rl:wtt t,owrr Matite,-,, A.rrr-t I

ts1:ayEii ihBr* fr;I tulill l.tlire. urrrorILl|raLe]y, Mr, Gurdoti w()Lti{-i Lrrk.e

iirs lretal a] iotrrrerrts' ancl his herrrp ai iotnlrnl:* ':tli{i t lirtrtJr i-rI f il1ll

ftatilre wtLh hrr:r wiren ite'ci go Lr-i t.tre Depaf tffretrt oI I'I'atrslr(.)I'LaLJolr

alrcl At-rrry ElgitleBI-b arril LlioEie fre(rple t(i gel; lri* r-:rll'll-I',:tCll'*, '1ll(:t I

IlrlV'-:I' toLtr:iil6ci those at ai i I Orrly kepl- j:r:oks for l'ritn' I well1:

ther"e as a secl.elary, bu1- his CPA f rnal1y taikecl rrie lrrto ke:e[rlrrlt

iic,ok:r, anct tlrat was rlly f rrsL exp'et'lelrcc as re':1ly keep]llq ]-rt')uks '

However., I ieft [rirn when they grlL a ra1;Iier Lhrck irOu]t orr illIIl atitt

caI]ecl rne to colrle tcr A1-lanta t.o t-esl.rJy aqd,tllltL ltlrrr Ir",r',t-rvet(tJqw*
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Wescot t,

ttlll irrs al lotnrent of certatn criErcal riial-el'ra1*. Arrrl r;f (::(iLtI-ii*

r jrrce I had never han<lled his aI Iq:trnenl- f r,.rrrrrs they didn't r^equire
that I go, I goL r)t-tt <:f goitig. But I thouglrt weli I better^ get
r-,LiL of thib', Itow t,Iris has gone too f ar'. So I goL ouL of t-hal,

and I went t,o work lor a lawyer irr Marrteo, wlro halrpelled to ]re [h',
t.rtrlY iawyer ott the islarrd.

Hr 5o basrt:aiiy your CAP irrvolventent sLoppeci whetr lhe bast:

c I osed ctown.

l{: Oh yes ,

Hr Yor-r cli,-ln't have rnucJ-r to do witlr CAP aft,er t,hat, otl:er" tlran

believe you were in the CAP Veterans Organizatiorr for a whiie,

W: Yes.

H; l{ere you er(it-lve ltt that: o}' just, a merrtber'i

t,

W; Just a merrrJ:er^, Arrcl there was sornetlrirrg t,lrer"e al Q!1e titri*
,:1jj(jLtI v*LeI-al]:; ' r ig]il.s f Qr" the act, rve duty CAP nrernbers, but the

bi I1 was never P,essed,

Hr I t ' s beert f ougftL severa I t, irnes '

W; We I ]. acLt,to i LY we were utrdet'

rt woulcln't rnearr thaI rrtuc]t to ttte,

by the same t,oken I, think it was
l,

t lre Army A r r Ft)rc€ , arrd act tla l l y
I clott't thrnk, but

justified.

H: I ilrink so, but, Ii)<e I say it's been fought and lost. Wel I,
Dorotlry, in sunt1r)ary, how do you f ee ] a]rOuL your own pel'#Ollrtl

{::enLr-il:r-rLiorr ancl the cont.ri}:rutiorr of peoJ:ie in general in Cr:astaI

Fatrc,l?

W: !{ei1. rrry L}Hi'ri()riaI ieeI.inr; a}-rou[, In]Iie, 1.'ln ver-y prr;ucl ol :tt:^

I ,rn very glacl t-hat I did rt , and I thirrk everyc'ne hacl tltat salrre

I

I
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fee I irrg, Every voIutrleer tirat
cel'[arrily hacl [hat same feeiilig,
gave t,|re r r L inte atrcl whatever t o
cc,,u i ci .

Wr ira1,r'iotic LIrge,

haet doc t,ors , we ltad

rri*c:liarri c:r , We harl

clrdn't proIect thern,

Wescotf,

we had on c)ur l:ase, I J-.,e i reve
'l"irey were veI'y g I acl t-lra I t itey

Lh,* w,1r e f t or'I aF-r al-ly w{ty i:lii:y

Hr It- was tlie sprrit of t.lre times. Everybody at that tirne feil-
I I ke--

Ye:i. l-retrrri[e]y, Arrcl we hacl ldwyer's, dnd we

all [ypes c.rf per,:ple, ail wal]<s oI i'tve' ot'trJ

a Iew yc.ru rnay ca] i. rlraf t dotlgers, bu[ rl
t.hey we}'e draf tect rlrtyway'

Hl How coulel you cloclge the tlraf t when you weren't protecled?

W: Yes, but t,heY ntaY have thought so '

flnyl{ay . Br-rt t,hat was trol t'jre bas i c '

1:r'irnary reasorr . Tlre pr llrlar'y l'eatol'l warS

t r-i lie i p clltr i n1t cllu'' war" , Wh r c)r was rea I

our bacl,; door.

W: Definitely. I sutrely cio, becaltse

r:ii,:y lvur-ilcl h* here, Tltet'e was Loo rtarty

be elsewhere.

Br.rt, t,hey were dr"a f t ecl

pr irrrary f ee i i ng , or the
t o clo every r: fr:i rrlt we (.'r-)'-t i (:i

1y ouv' war', antl r iclitL oIl

there was llo r;thtjr' I'*4,9{:)n

oLl"IeI' t965r)l-15 they wor-ticl

Hr Arrcl ygu f eel every}rrcly was wel l mot,ivated at' tire t'irne?

H; {:)hay, W*i1, that',s st r;grt-rr1 suflur)ary, ficrL' I've ti:iked to ':r Ir;'[

oi peop Ie alror-rI thr;r thitrg, I tlrrrrk ti-rat 'E Llie cQlrrlrii:]li t,rrr'*ilfl

}.f i []-t eV*i'yJ:rrlcly, Whi,ill WA,:, rtultiher' Otte, t,lre BtI'ollg AtlterlC:anlsrn

spir'it, of warrting .to do ;sorretfrirrgf f ,:r' yoUr COLtlltt'y, flnd t'lfe

[,El.Bultai sac:]'ifiCe itr decicling t,o go do it at an unusr-tal opera-

t:ion, where tliey couldtr'1. prof if f rrrnr a] I the glor"y Oi ct Ctvi I

Air'PatroI base.



Wescr: l. t

W; Wei l , I real ly teel l rite I wor-tlr-1 rrot Lre happy wrt,h rrrysel f 1f
i liad not done it, everr Lhor-rqh J was ol f erecl ai l kincls ot thinqs
t-o :it,1y wrth l:,lie colrrpany, qrrd I was cloing w*l ) irr Lfre Job altcl 11,i.r-t

a cl-rallcre of p}'(llrruItoIr arrrl tlringls oI that natutr'e. crnct J've never
regre L, t. ed 1 L .

Hr We11, we'1i cJO off tape now,
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